COMMON MYTHS ABOUT COUNTY LAW LIBRARIES
Myth: Only attorneys use county law libraries.
Fact: While county law libraries are used by attorneys, judges and their staffs, more than half of the users
are members of the general public. Students also use county law libraries. The county law library is
committed to providing the information needed to ensure access to justice for all. It serves
members of the community equally. In Contra Costa County, 2/3 of law library users are nonattorneys.
Myth: The only people who use county law libraries are criminals, deadbeats and their lawyers.
Fact: There is no such thing as a typical patron in a county law library. Some examples of people using
the law library include a mother whose child became severely ill due to toxicity in the home; a young
couple with a tiny infant facing eviction with no place to go; scores of women seeking relief from
domestic abuse, including a terminally ill cancer patient with a violent partner; victims of the
foreclosure crisis who face eviction from their rentals through no fault of their own; parents seeking
help with custody and child support issues; parents of handicapped children seeking information
about their children’s educational rights under California law; numerous victims of fraud; and, sadly,
legions of victims of elder abuse. There are many others, too numerous to name.
Myth: There are other places people can go to get the information they need. Why do we even
need county law libraries?
Fact: For many people the law library is the only place where they can get access to accurate, up-to-date
legal information along with assistance from trained information professionals. Library users often
say that our agency is the only agency where access to justice is a reality.
Myth: Why bother with libraries at all since everything is on the Internet now?
Fact: While the Internet can be an additional source of information in many areas, including law, the
average person needs assistance in locating and using reputable Internet sites. Law libraries provide
professional staff trained to assist users in locating the information they need. Also, most legal
publications are not available online since they are commercially published by for-profit companies.
They are often accessible at the county law library. The Internet does not replace books and other
material—it supplements them.
Myth: Law libraries represent an unnecessary expense.
Fact: Law libraries are, in fact, many things. They are actually a type of self-help center. They offer legal
material in a variety of formats, photocopy equipment, computers and printers, and access to
librarians committed to assisting users with their legal research. County law libraries also serve as
portals to other agencies including public libraries, university libraries, the courts, local and state bar,
and other sources of help and information such as legal clinics, workshops and government offices.
The central mission of all county law libraries is to help those who need help. Those of us who
work in county law libraries see people in a state of crisis on a daily basis. We are here to help.
Myth: Law libraries get plenty of money from sales taxes and property taxes.
Fact: The amount of funding public law libraries receive from tax-based sources is zero. Law libraries
receive over 90% of their funding from a small portion of civil court filing fees. Legislation such as
SB 1407, signed into law in September of 2008, established a moratorium on increases in filing fees
until January 1, 2012; however, it was extended indefinitely. This means law libraries cannot
increase their primary revenue source despite the fact that publishers of legal material raise their
costs an average of 10-15% per year. Other legislation has had the unintended consequence of
reducing funding to county law libraries. Law libraries are mandated to exist by state law (B&P
6340), yet alternate state law severely curtails their sustainable funding. Meanwhile the number of
Californians seeking help from law libraries continues to grow.

Honorable Edmund G. Brown
Governor of California
State Capitol Building, 1st Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Governor Brown:
This letter is to request that a 16.5 million dollar appropriation for California county law libraries
be included in the May 2016 budget revision. County law libraries are an essential tool in
access to justice. For many self-represented litigants in California, county law libraries are the
sole provider of legal information and help.
In the past 8 years county law libraries have suffered revenue losses of 35-40%, yet the cost of
legal materials has risen dramatically, as has the demand for services in law libraries. Reduced
revenues and increased use has put these libraries under extraordinary financial strain.
A one-time appropriation of 16.5 million dollars is a necessary first step in alleviating law
libraries’financial hardships while a permanent solution to the problem is in development.
Without this funding some counties are at risk of losing their law libraries, and all counties are
at risk of losing critical access to legal information and services.
Sincerely,

cc:
Michael Cohen, Director of Finance
Senator Mark Leno, Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee
Senator Jim Nielsen, Vice-Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee
Senator Loni Hancock, Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee 5
Assembly Member Shirley Weber, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
Assembly Member Travis Allen, Vice-Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
Assembly Member Reginald Jones-Sawyer, Assembly Budget Subcommittee 5

Honorable Edmund G. Brown
Governor of California
State Capitol Building, 1st Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Governor Brown:
This letter is to support a $16.5 million dollar appropriation for California county law library
funding.
In the past 5 years county law libraries have seen a reduction of 35-40% in revenue and a 60%
increase in operational costs.
Funding for county law libraries comes from a small portion of civil filing fees, unless a fee
waiver is granted. Law libraries have been unable to increase their portion of civil filing fees for
almost ten years.
These law libraries lay a critical role in the public’
s access to the law. They represent an
essential tool in upholding civil and criminal justice. For many self-represented litigants, law
libraries are the only access to legal resources needed in their case. Seventy to eighty percent
of library users are not legal professionals, and an additional 25% of users utilize these
agencies for starting a business, or transferring property. Furthermore, law libraries are vital
partners with our higher educational institutions.
Law libraries as vital community resources are in dire need of consistent and ongoing funding.
A one-time appropriation of $16.5 million is a necessary first step in alleviating law libraries’
financial hardships. Without this funding some counties are at risk of losing their law libraries.
Sincerely,

cc:
Michael Cohen, Director of Finance
Senator Mark Leno, Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee
Senator Jim Nielsen, Vice-Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee
Senator Loni Hancock, Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee 5
Assembly Member Shirley Weber, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
Assembly Member Travis Allen, Vice-Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
Assembly Member Reginald Jones-Sawyer, Assembly Budget Subcommittee 5

