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Background:
Sunshine Week is a national event in early March of each year that is coordinated by the American Society of News Editors and the Reporters Committee for the Freedom of the Press.  One of Sunshine Week’s principal events is the annual open government webcast sponsored by OpenTheGovernment.org and AALL.  Panelists from the media, government, and other groups speak to issues concerning access to government information and open documents.  The program is broadcast from Washington, D.C. over the Internet at a specific date and time, and can be downloaded for replay at a local Sunshine Week event. 
For a number of years, the Northern California Association of Law Libraries (NOCALL) has co-sponsored Sunshine Week programs with other groups interested in Freedom of Information (FOIA) topics, including the Special Libraries Association, the California Library Association, the League of Women Voters and the California Association of Library Trustees and Commissioners.  Our events have been scheduled in conjunction with the NOCALL Spring Institute, or separately at a law firm or law school facility.  
Having coordinated successful Sunshine Week programs in Sacramento and San Francisco, NOCALL  can offer  tips for putting one together.  We begin with the recorded web cast (1.5 to 2 hours long), followed by a luncheon panel of local advocates for open government.  We serve a continental breakfast at registration and a sandwich buffet for lunch.   Much of the cost was covered by the registration fees and the remainder is divided between the co-sponsors.  

For the Sacramento programs, we scheduled the events in the middle or late March at Pacific McGeorge School of Law during spring break.  This allowed us to use a classroom and the student center food service, as well as to provide free parking on campus.  We divided up the work, which includes: Identifying and inviting local experts; creating the registration forms (see sample registration form following); providing for online registration; arranging for the food service; and showing the webcast from Washington, D.C.
Getting Started:
A. Consult OpenTheGovernment.org (www.openthegovernment.org), which will provide a link to information about the upcoming Sunshine Week schedule in Washington, D.C.
B. Identify potential co-sponsors.  
a. State or regional library associations

b. Special Libraries Association in your region

c. Local League of Women Voters.

C. Decide the event’s date and location
a. Law firm

b. County Law Library facilities

c. Academic library locations during spring break

d. Local public library

D. Contact AALL: Email Elizabeth Holland, Public Policy Associate, AALL Government Relations Office.  She is a great source of  helpful information.
E. Identify and invite local panelists for the event.  Suggested sources for finding speakers are :  

--Local Newspaper Researchers/Librarians:  They have knowledge of investigative reporters who can speak to the difficulties of obtaining court/government documents.

--Check regional legislative updates for the names of local open government advocates.

--Search local newspapers for stories on open government for the names of individuals (attorneys, politicians, legislative staff, or academics) who are FOIA advocates.

--Websites:  

Use search terms on Google such as open government, open government records, Sunshine Week, FOIA, first amendment coalition, and freedom of the press.

As an example of what you may find, below are a number of helpful regional and coalition sites I located:

Common Cause (their state organization page)

http://www.commoncause.org/site/pp.asp?c=dkLNK1MQIwG&b=4860185
First Amendment Coalition (formerly the California First Amendment Coalition)

http://www.firstamendmentcoalition.org/about/
Florida First Amendment Foundation

http://www.floridafaf.org/
Kansas Sunshine Coalition for Open Government at Wichita State University

http://www.sunshinecoalition.com/index.html
New England First Amendment Center (a partnership between the New England First Amendment Coalition and Northeastern University).

http://www.northeastern.edu/firstamendment/news_and_announcements/story_archives/
New Mexico Foundation for Open Government

http://www.nmfog.org/content.asp?CustComKey=431009&CategoryKey=431010&pn=Page&DomName=nmfog.org
Washington Coalition for Open Government in Seattle

http://www.washingtoncog.org/
F. Ask relevant organizations in your region to advertise the  event on their web sites

G. Post information and a registration form to each co-sponsor’s discussion list.  

H. Copy D.C. panel handouts posted on the web site (www.sunshineweek.org) before your program to distribute at the event:  During the D.C. web cast, panelists will make reference to the handouts.  

I. Sunshine Week Toolkits:   The Sunshine Week web site has suggestions as to advertising your event (tee-shirts, posters, etc.).   Suggestions can be found at the Sunshine Week website.

J. Distribute paper surveys at the program, or email a Survey Monkey link to those who attended.

K. After the event, send thank you letters to the local panelists.  They can be a good source of suggested speakers to future programs.
NOCALL’s experience is that it is easy to put together a local program.  We received many positive comments, and in each case, we had to end the audience’s questions to the local panelists because we ran out of time.
Sample Registration Form:
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Sacramento 2010 Sunshine Week Program:

Building Transparency

Sponsored by 

Northern California Association of Law Libraries (NOCALL) Government Relations Committee

California Library Association (CLA)

 California Association of Library Trustees and Commissioners (CALTAC)

Special Libraries Association/Sierra-Nevada Region

When:






Where:

Wednesday, March 24, 2010


Pacific McGeorge School of Law

8:30-1:30




Classroom C

3285 Fifth Avenue

(The N.W. corner of 5th Ave and 33rd Street)







Sacramento, CA 95817 

Parking is free.  Link to campus map & Parking Areas A-J at




http://www.mcgeorge.edu/x436.xml




The Classroom C  is location 9 on the map

Agenda:

8:30 – 9:00   
Registration and Continental Breakfast

9:00 – 11:00 
National Sunshine Week Web Cast 

11:00 – 11:30
Break

11:30 – 1:30 
Lunchtime Panel of Local Speakers

Sunshine Week is a national initiative spearheaded by the American Society of New Editors about the importance of open government and the freedom of information.   The event kicks off with the viewing of the national Sunshine Week 2010 Web Cast - Building Transparency-from Washington, D.C.   The Building Transparency web cast features transparency experts from inside and outside government who will discuss the initiatives and their effect on the public.  

Part I:  National Web Cast, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.

The National Web Cast will consist of three panels:

· The first panel will focus on the Administration’s efforts to change the culture of secrecy in the Executive Branch.  Speakers will include Norm Eisen, Special Counsel to the President for  Ethics and Government, and J.H. (Jim) Snider, President of iSolon.org.

· On the second panel, Miriam Nisbet, Director of the new Office of Government Information Services, and Anne Weismann, Chief Counsel for Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW), will examine the public’s right to access government information, as well as recent reforms to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

· Speakers on the third panel, Robert Rosenthal, Executive Director of the Center for Investigative Reporting, and Eric Gundersen, President and co-founder for Development Seed, a communications consulting firm, will discuss third-party projects that use government information in innovative ways.

Part II:  Lunchtime Local Panelists.  11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

(There will be a break from 11:00 – 11:30)

· Charity Kenyon is a member of the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers and was the 2008-09 President of the California Academy of Appellate Lawyers. She has represented newspapers, television stations and individuals seeking access to government records and hearings before the California courts of appeal and Supreme Court and the federal Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in more than 130 appellate and writ proceedings, with more than thirty published decisions.
· Kenneth Peterson retired in January 2010 after serving 20 years as a judge.  He was appointed to the Sacramento Municipal Court in 1990 by Governor George Deukmejian and was elevated to the Superior Court in 1992 by the Governor.  For the last twelve years of his career, Judge Peterson served as the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court, as well as on  the Court's Executive Committee from 1996-2009.  Prior to being appointed to the bench, Judge Peterson served in the Sacramento County District Attorney's Office (1975-1981; 1983-1990) and the United States Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of California (1982-1983).  At various times through his career, he served on the Bench-Bar-Media Committee.

· Marjie Lundstrom, is a senior writer at The Sacramento Bee. She won the Pulitzer Prize in 1991 for her work in child welfare issues, a subject she continues to pursue today.
 
Registration 

Please register by March 15, 2010
To pay with a credit card by PayPal, link to:

http://units.sla.org/chapter/csrn/events.html
If you prefer to pay by check, send the form with your check to the address below (make the check payable to the Special Libraries Association), and confirm that you sent both to kellyfreitas3400@comcast.net

-----------------Register by mail by sending this portion with your check to--------------

(Contact Information)
Name_________________________________  Telephone_____________________

Email__________________________________

Employer/Affiliation____________________________________________________

CLA Member_____Yes  ______No            
CALTAC Member_____Yes  _______No

NOCALL Member_____Yes  ______No            SLA Member_____Yes  _______No

Registration Fee:  $20.00    ($25.00 at the door) 

