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In the beginning:

1898



In the beginning:

1911





Today - Initiatives

The initiative is the power of the electors 
to propose statutes and amendments to 
the Constitution and to adopt or reject 
them….

….An initiative measure that has more 
than one subject may not be submitted 
to the electors or have any effect. 

(Cal. Const., Art. 2,§ 8)



And the Referendum

The referendum is the power of the 
electors to approve or reject statutes or 
parts of statutes except urgency statutes, 
statutes calling elections, and statutes 
providing for tax levies or appropriations 
for usual current expenses of the State. 

(Cal. Const., Art. 2,§ 9)



Data from the California Initiative Process: Background and Perspective, Fred 
J. Silva (2000) (http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/op/OP_1100FSOP.pdf)



Chart courtesy of the Initiative and Referendum Institute
September 2010 (http://www.iandrinstitute.org/IRI%20Initiative%20Use%20%282010-1%29.pdf



Data from the California Initiative Process: Background and Perspective, Fred 
J. Silva (2000) (http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/op/OP_1100FSOP.pdf)



Researching Initiatives:

@ Hastings!



Getting to the Website

http://library.uchastings.edu/library/


























